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OUR NEW HOME!
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For a young congregation, it has been a powerful journey! We started out at the last day of July
in a whirlwind of activity to get ready for High Holy Day services, expecting to then have 5-6
children in our religious school. So we started with the little house idea, our Bayit, planning to
move from there to a more permanent location on Rosser Road.
We had over 130 at those High Holy Day services, more than 15 in our religious school when we
started. We have not been in existence very long, just a bare few months, when we saw clearly that
the original Bayit, was just too small already! It certainly is an exciting time for our congregation.
There is no question that we are living and making history in Port Saint Lucie and in Judaism.
We all talked about it. You agreed with those observations and voted as a congregation to make
the move. Even more importantly, you voted with your hands, legs, hearts, and pockets to make it
happen. There was a window in the lease on the Bayit that allowed us to exit the lease at the end
of October if we notified them by the 15th, which we did. We had to be out by the 31st, which we
were, thanks to the amazing army that helped load the truck after services, the regular Kiddush and
all the other regular Shabbat events. We were done in just over an hour. The house was swept
clean and we said our bittersweet goodbyes to the little house that started it all.
The Torah portion that morning was about changes and not sacrificing the wrong things. We took
that lesson to heart as we moved to Lakeside Center. We moved into a space that needed a little
work, which we were promised would take about a week or so to accomplish. We raised the funds,
we worked hard, all of us. And we were disappointed by delay after delay, issue after issue. In
December, after almost two months of
delays and broken promises from the
landlord and his people, we looked
In corner, between Milk and Things
around to make sure there were other
and Estella’s Pizzeria
choices in the area that would work for
us. We found there were at least three
options, all workable, all with pluses and
minuses. So we gave the landlord a final
notice, a final chance to make the
needed changes, like fixing the air
conditioning, the plumbing, the electric to
what we needed. Deadlines were still
missed. (Continued page 5)
Corner of California Blvd and Savona Ave - Oak Hammock Plaza
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: If you would like to help edit this newsletter, please step forward. If you would like to write
articles for it, please step forward. If you want to place an ad in the newsletter, the form is at the
end of it or online at www.eitzchayim.org at the newsletter tab. If you would like to help us find
advertisers, please step forward. We welcome your help!
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Rabbi's Corner
We have a very, very special congregation. I can’t even
begin to tell you how special it really is. It is not special
because of me or because of any other one or two
people. It is special because of all of the people and
because of the commitment of all of our members. That is something
very different.

When the Board and I sat there just a few months ago and made the
decision to create a congregation based on the Heart & Pocket model
and the love and closeness we had felt as a Chavurah, we believed it was possible, even though we
did not know anyone who had done it. We knew people who had created or moved congregations
based on “no fixed dues” models, but holding onto and fostering the sense of the closeness of the
Chavurah was going to take a different kind of structure. And we have that structure. And it is
demanding of the Board and of our members. And it is rewarding, I believe.
We took the first plunge with our move to Lakeside, raising the needed funds quickly and not
without some sleepless nights and some very hard work. We made the needed payments just in
time. The location turned out to be less than we had hoped and for the sake of our young
congregation, the board knew that we needed to take firm action, make demands, and if reasonable
demands could not be met, be willing to find a new home. And so we faced that challenge and
moved again.
So again, we took the plunge, once again looking for locations that as close as possible to the
permanent Bayit which will be on Rosser, south of Gatlin. And we learned quite a bit about
commercial properties, permits, our members, our needs, and our capabilities. We expanded our
vision and we believe this location will suit us until our more permanent home is ready.
We are being more demanding about having the space ready very soon and we are doing that by
both renting one that is already closer to what we need and by taking the responsibility to make
the changes ourselves. The space is ready for a kitchenette - if we decide to outfit it properly, we
could probably make it a commercial kitchen. There will be a quiet room at the rear of the much
larger sanctuary/social hall space. There is room for a great gift shop and an office or two. The
handyman already installed the double doors to the sanctuary and they will be painted before the
first Friday (God willing).
Tommy Pope graciously came by and installed the Ner Tamid (Eternal Light) as he had at the two
previous locations (from where he also removed it when we moved). He and his family donated it
to our congregation as one of our first gifts.
Once the sanctuary is ready, we will move the furniture in from the storage location where it is
now. Movers are invited to step forward NOW, please! Please let me know if you can help - either
with a truck or with shlepping. Thanks! We plan to do that the second week of February, probably
Wednesday. On Sunday, February 14th, at 10AM sharp, we will be meeting on the sidewalk by the
Lakeside location to walk the Torah scrolls and some of the sacred objects to our new home.
Walking the scrolls from location to location is reminiscent of the days in the desert when our
ancestors would walk the sacred objects each time they travelled. Every day things were packed in
carts, but sacred objects were carried by hand. We will do the 3.4 mile walk in the early day at a
comfortable pace and then celebrate appropriately when we reach our new home.
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Continued

Later in the month, we will have a ribbon cutting and then many other great things. We will finally
have the full schedule we have been looking forward to having. And I will be looking forward to
meeting with everyone and having one-on-one meetings to talk more with each of you about our
congregation.
As I said at the beginning of the column, we are special, and a big part of the specialness is the
way we function. We expect everyone to be engaged in the congregation at a level that is
comfortable for them and is also significant. So I will be meeting with you to talk about the
different ways that you would like that to happen. What are the things that you want to see our
congregation doing; what of the things that we are doing or are planning on doing are most
interesting to you, and so on. We call that an engagement commitment
As we grow and can now become more active, I look forward to seeing more and more of our
members doing more and more things and our congregation doing more and more programs for
ourselves and for and in the larger community. And I can’t wait until you see our great new space.
It will not be long now before we are celebrating Purim, then Pesach (Passover). We will have both
a first and a second night seder in our Temple. Stay tuned for details - and if you would like to
help with either of these holidays or events, please let us know! Thanks!

Shafir

Our New House Continued
In corner, between
Milk and Things and
Estella’s Pizzeria

So we moved out. The declared the lease
defaulted/terminated/non-delivered. We held
Friday night in Fratelli’s - the kids loved it! By
happenstance, a great article came out of this
situation. It is included in this newsletter. The
following Friday, we finalized a lease in Oak
Hammock Plaza, holding services at the home of
Eric and Ginna Planet - again the kids loved it!

Our new California Campus
By the end of the weekend, the new space at the corner of California Blvd and Savona Ave had
more work done to get it ready than the previous space did the entire first month. We will hold
our first Friday services there the first Friday of February and most of the work will be complete the
following week.
Most of the work is hanging a few doors, knocking out a few counters, and a whole bunch of
painting. Lots and lots of painting. The two worst colors to paint over - dark red and green, that
is what we are covering. We are doing the painting ourselves to keep the cost of the space low.
We want to give a very special thank you to Amy Shaw for donating the paint and supplies and
much of the person-power. Along with Bill, Shafir, and Carol, the rooms are being painted. Amy
has worked every day from early morning to late at night, often with Bill nearby. Shafir comes
between teaching classes and meeting people, and Carol comes as she is able. The first order of
business was the sanctuary.
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On behalf of the Board of Directors, we hope everyone had a happy and healthy holiday season.
For the young, who likely received oodles of gifts, many of which likely had to be assembled, we
hope that the frustrations of the parents were minimal. For the parents, we hope that you
experienced much joy in watching your children celebrate the holidays. For the more mature
segment of our multi-generational congregation, it was all about the grandkids, right? We hope you
had an enjoyable dose of opportunity to spoil them before returning them back to us parents.
The key news of February; our NEW home at Oak Hammock Plaza, on California Blvd., just opposite
Oak Hammock K-8, is READY for our first Shabbat service on Friday, February 5th, Kids and adults,
together, worked hard this past Sunday scrubbing tile, removing molding, and eating pizza.
Many of you may not be aware of “what happened” with our space at Lakeside Shopping Center.
Briefly, since our ribbon cutting in early December, we experienced and were frustrated by
inoperative air conditioning, the foul odor of sewage, toilets which didn’t flush, bathroom doors
which didn’t lock, etc. After almost three months of working with the Landlord, and his attorney, and
seeing agreed upon deadlines pass without our home being ready, the Rabbi and Board decided
that we needed to act. While we had great hope for this space, we terminated our lease in late
January.
We were fortunate to locate an even better space on California Blvd. This space is 1 ½ times the
square footage, has ADA compliant bathrooms, space for a “quiet” children’s room already
established, and all of the hook-ups, etc. for a commercial kitchen. In 1 day following our execution
of the Lease on January 29, a wall was opened so that double doors could be installed between
two of the three shells which we have leased. While we do need to paint, install a nicer floor, and
make some other minor improvements, this space is already in one weekend in better condition
than the one in which we hoped to grow.
Please let me apologize to you on my own behalf and on behalf of our Board. We have endured
some bumps in the road. Some of you may have become disenchanted given the difficulties which
we faced in actually getting our prior space conducive to a comfortable prayer, education, and
celebratory experience. If so, please come back.
Come back and see our new location at what we have facetiously called our “California campus”. As
wandering Jews, we have wondered from homes of our members, to the Holiday Inn, to the home
on Masilunas, to Lakeside Center, and now to California Blvd., where we will remain until we are
able to build on the property located on Rosser Blvd. The Jews of Moses’ time wandered for 40
years in the desert before G-d brought them to Israel. We’ve wandered for a few months to find our
home on (in?) California. It’s worth the effort and the wait.
As we work, together, the California home will begin to take shape. We have plans for stained glass
windows, televisions on either side of the Bima to facilitate following along with services and other
educational or entertainment events. Now that we truly have a space in which we can decorate, put
up paintings, photos, add furniture, etc., everyone’s ideas are welcome for how to make our new
space feel like a true home. Don’t be shy; it’s your congregation. We have so many other plans as
well. However, we are still able to begin being comfortably with our first Shabbat service on Friday,
February 5 .
th

CONT next page.
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CONT
The Rabbi and the Board now have many things planned and in the planning stages. We plan on
having movie nights, weekly BINGO, interfaith dialogues, and much more. Check for all of our notices
and photographs and stories on Facebook, the website (www.eitzchayim.org), and via e-mail blasts.
Also, check the Your Voice weekly newspaper on Fridays for semi-regular stories about our growing
congregation. A wonderful, heart-warming story appeared last Friday, January 29th. On portions of
four pages, the article told the story of the birth of Eitz Chayim, its travels, and our fundamental
vision for the growth and the nature of our community.
Just one example of which we are very proud should suffice to explain our vision for Congregation
Eitz Chayim. In the Your Voice article, it is discussed how Ryan Planet, age [8], and Ken Heller
(nearing 88), have enjoyed time together playing with Legos. Ryan’s excitement when I watched him
tell the story to the Your Voice reporter was palpable. His eyes lit up and his mouth transformed
into a wondrous grin.
This interaction between the youngest in our community and the “more mature” highlights what we
hope for our congregation. We should all be able to appreciate each other and learn from each
other. We should all be able to respect each other and recognize what each member, regardless of
age, or even Judaic philosophy (Reform, Conservative, Renewal and others) have to offer.
Come check us out again – soon! We are “moving on up” to the “California” side, “deluxe” units in
the Southwest (Port St. Lucie) --- borrowed if you cannot tell from “The Jefferson’s”. We hope to
make each of you happy, together with us.
Finally, [please don’t make me beg], we have faith in our “heart and pocket” model of membership.
In time, as we grow, this will be a more equitable, more ethical, and a more mature model which
will help us flourish. For now, though, in our early days, we need some hard cold cash – especially
now to provide all the synagogue trimmings to our new home. That’s the blunt truth.
We seek your time and efforts in our activities as well, but we must have cash to enable the
congregation to run, and, in all fairness, to begin to pay a modest salary to Rabbi Lobb. Soon we
will be paying rent; slightly more than $3,000 each month, not including utilities, and other ordinary
operating expenses. Please help us to let the delicate thin branches on our new tree of life grow so
that the small leaves which will provide oxygen to our community flourish, and our tree grows larger
and sturdier. Other forms of donation recognition will also be coming soon.
Thank you. We pride ourselves on being friendly, welcoming newcomers, welcoming back old friends,
and working to make everyone feel comfortable to be part of our community. No cliques allowed.
We are one community, one congregation. Let us be a model in our own backyard, in our nation,
and, perhaps, one day, to the world.
Shalom,
Stuart M. Address, Director

RIBBON CUTTING - Friday - Feb 26th 3PM - 6PM
- MEET AT OUR TEMPLE -- Open House --
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Family Table
THE FAMILY TABLE
Though the outside temperature may be warm, it is
still February, and could mean colds and flu are part
of living. Every ancient culture has a recipe cure all.
This is mine. I hope your family enjoys it.
Carol Marie
DIRECTIONS
Using a large pot begin heating water to a boil. Add
the tomato, onion, carrots, celery, and garlic. When
broth begins a rolling boil, add the chicken wings.
Loosely cover the pot, and reduce the heat to a
medium simmer. Add the savory, sage, curry powder,
bouillon cubes, salt and pepper. Allow the aromas to
fill the kitchen as the broth reduces and the chicken wings cook to the point of falling apart
(about an hour). Remove the wings to a plate to allow
cooling. At this point you can add your favorite noodles,
SOUP
tortellini, matzo balls, or dumplings. When the wings have
1 pkg 6 to 8 Chicken Wings
cooled, pull the meat from the bones. Add the meat back
1 medium Tomato
to the broth. Correct the seasoning to your taste. Cover the
1 large Onion ( whole )
pot and turn of the heat.
6 to 8 Carrots ( cut into bite size
pieces )
Allow the the soup to relax about ½ hour. Serve hot.
3 stalks of celery ( cut into bite size
pieces )
Now, if you can refrigerate the soup overnight, the flavors
3 to 4 cloves of Garlic ( coarsely
will all meld together.
chopped )
If are not feeling well as you begin to make the soup, I
1 tsp Savory
suggest you stand over the pot and breathe in the curative 1 tsp Sage
aromas. One bowl will taste wonderful. The second bowl will
1 tsp Curry Powder
cause sweat. As that passes you should begin to feel
Salt and Pepper to taste
better.
4 Chicken Bouillon Cubes
12 cups of Water
I try to keep some chicken soup in the freezer. Sometimes
you just want to warm the soul and the heart.

Our Future Home on Rosser
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Religious School
Religious School has been going well, even with all the craziness. We had
outings to parks, and Superplay. We made Chanukiot, Tzedakah boxes,
Chanukah houses (and then ate them), pictures,
bracelets, and other projects. Some new
students joined and we expect some more
students coming this month.
The B’nai mitzvah students have been meeting
with the Rabbi privately and are decoding
smoothly. They are now starting to work on
Tefilot (prayers) and vocabulary. Once we are
settled in the new California Campus, the Rabbi will start working with the
younger students to have everyone at the promised grade level by the
end of the year, regardless of where they are now.
The first week of February, we are meeting at Veteran’s park and will be
learning about the Four Veterans and also the life of the Jewish
serviceperson. What are the challenges of being Jewish in the military? The
second week, February 14, we will meet at Lakeside and walk our Torah
scrolls to our new California Campus. The walk starts promptly at 10AM.
There will be frequent stops for drinks and snacks and make the trek.
Team B’nai Mitzvah students will be making their own Tallitot from fabric they
select - stay tuned for more details.

Please note, we would normally want to include Yahrzeits, anniversaries, birthdays, donations, and
many other such very important information in an edition of our newsletter. Everyone is new, so
welcome everyone! We are just getting around to tabulating the Yahrzeits, anniversaries, birthdays,
and donations, as there is just so much information to input into the database that we were
overwhelmed. We apologize. We admit we prioritized getting the move into our new home
accomplished over getting those bits and pieces in place and into the newsletter. Next month we
hope to have a double month for you and that information. Thank you for your understanding.
We were confident that we grow over time and we knew that we would have more people for High
Holy Day services than we could have in the Bayit, but the response has surprised us on many
levels very pleasantly. We were well past 100 members even before we started doing much of
anything. The simple volume of data to be input into the system has been impressive. Not
surprisingly, the Rabbi has not been able to schedule any engagement commitment meetings with
anyone yet. First because of the High Holy Day season, then the move, then the complications and
the second move, but soon she will be very busy getting to know everyone.
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Rabbi said that she is looking forward to meeting everyone as there are so many new people in
the congregation that she never met before, and that thrills her. All of us look forward to getting
to know each other better over the coming weeks and months. We are glad you have joined with
us. Young, old, in-between; single, with a partner, a friend, or with your own family, it makes no
difference: you have family here - you ARE family here.

Quick notes!

BINGO is COMING! We are adding a Bingo night and maybe an afternoon or two to our weekly
schedule starting in March - right now we are thinking it will be Wednesday evenings.
WE NEED WORKERS - have you ever worked Bingo? Would you LIKE to work Bingo?
Please contact Rabbi or a Board member and join the Bingo team if you can help out - experience
a plus, but not necessary - and if you can help on an afternoon, let us know that as well - it
might help us know which afternoons we can offer Bingo. THANKS!

Monthly Kahal Session - Special night February 17 - 6PM Pizza / 7PM Meeting
Come see the new Temple.............
Let’s make some plans together!
We need you!

TORAH WALK - FEB 14 - 10 AM SHARP - from LAKESIDE
(sidewalk near old location)
to our new California Campus - just over 3 miles.
Walk part of it, Walk it all.
There will be water and snack stops along the way.
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We have something new - a tree that is being planned.

It is for our SIDE wall.

It will look something like this:

The trunk is made - we will be mounting
it soon. Come see it!

It will be special. We will mount it on the side wall of the sanctuary/social hall.
AND, we will be able to move it to our permanent Bayit when it is ready.
You can already sponsor a leaf or a dove
There are different levels and sponsorship can
Leaves:
Brass Donors $300-399
Silver Donors $400-649
Gold Donors $650-999
Boulder Donors $1000 +
Dove Donors
$2000 +

or a boulder on the tree.
be made with payments over time:

Introductory Special, thanks to a Donor For Leaves, a $100 credit after $100 is
paid toward your total,
For Boulders, a $200 credit after $200 is
paid toward your total,
For Doves, a $400 credit after $400 is paid
toward your total.
MUST BE RESERVED BY MAR 31, 2016

Each leaf, boulder, or dove can be engraved with up to 50 characters
for your special message.
You can also sponsor a chair in our sanctuary if you would like.
Plates for our chairs are $90 each
Please use form on back side to reserve/order your special leaves, boulders, or doves.
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FOR OUR *T R E E O F L I F E*
Your Name: ______________________________
Your Phone: ______________________________
Please complete ONE FORM for EACH ITEM SPONSORED - Thank you!
Level of Donor (Check selected level)
Bronze ________________ $300-399
Silver__________________ $400-649
Gold__________________ $650-999
Boulder_______________ $1000+
Dove_________________ $2000+

Amount of Total Sponsorship_________

Your Insert: __________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
_____________ CHECK HERE if you would like to arrange a PAYMENT SCHEDULE
Proposed schedule:_________________________________________
To charge your credit card: Card number:______________________________
Expiration date: (MM/YY) ____/_____ SEC Code: _________
Name on Card:____________________________ Phone:__________________
Billing ZIP CODE:____________________________
Mailing address for Checks: Congregation Eitz Chayim,
4499 SW Hagaplan St, Port Saint Lucie, FL 34953
Payments may also be made ONLINE at www.eitzchayim.org
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The article in Your Voice about our congregation published January 29, 2016:

Continued next page
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Continued next page
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Photos from our Chanukah Bash:

Good memories of a fun time!
May the light of Chanukah
fill our lives
and bring peace to all the world!
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Law Offices Of
Stuart M. Address, P.A.
LITIGATION PRACTICE AREAS:
· Business
· Civil Rights
· Collections
· Contracts & Leases
· Defamation (Slander & Libel)
· Discrimination & Retaliation
(Age, Disability, Gender, National Origin, Pregnancy, Race, Religion)
· Employment
· Family & Medical Leave
· Homeowner/Condo/Townhome
· Landlord & Tenant
· Non-Compete/Restrictive Covenants/Trade Secrets
· Trademark & Copyright Infringement
· Unpaid Wages & Overtime
· Whistleblower Claims
Use An Attorney:
* Who Promptly Responds To Your Telephone Calls, Letters, And E-Mails

Call: 772-781-8003 (Stuart, Florida)
Website: www.stuartaddresslaw.com
E-Mail: stuart@stuartaddresslaw.com
(A Founding Member and an Initial Director of Congregation Eitz Chayim)

This ribbon is not a fashion statement...
This ribbon represents your loss, your grief,
your mourning of a loved one.
At Yates Funeral Home & Crematory we
understand this and have been providing our
services to the Jewish Community of the Treasure
Coast for over 75 years.
We know what this ribbon means and we know
how to give you the services you would want for
your loved one. From traditional to contemporary
or anything in between. What you would want;
how you would want yourself or a loved one to be
honored, respected and remembered.

“Where Healing Begins…”

Port St. Lucie

Fort Pierce

7951 South U.S. Hwy 1
(772) 878-2300

1101 South U.S. Hwy 1
(772) 461-7000

Toll Free - 1-800-762-9095
Email: info@yatesfuneralhome.com
Website: www.yatesfuneralhome.com

AYCOCK
FUNERAL HOMES
1504 SE Floresta Drive Port St. Lucie, Florida 34983
772-878-0049
AycockPortStLucie.com

EVERY LIFE IS UNIQUE and deserves to be remembered in a very special way. We understand this, and that's
why you can rely on the professionals at Aycock Funeral Home to capture a person's essence with a service that's both a
fitting reflection and memorable tribute.
Since 1982, the beautiful Aycock Funeral Home has served Port St. Lucie's Jewish Community and remains
committed to providing outstanding service, compassion, and personal care. That's why we'll always go the extra mile to
take care of even the smallest details and make sure you're completely satisfied. Our aftercare specialists are here to help
you when you need us most after a funeral or cremation occurs.
As a member of the Dignity Memorial® network, we are dedicated to helping you celebrate a special life. By
scheduling an appointment with one of our preplanning specialists, you can tell your own unique story and provide your
loved ones with peace of mind in knowing your final wishes have been followed. We offer customized Jewish Services
throughout the Treasure Coast.

AYCOCK

Nathan Clopman
Funeral Director

FUNERAL HOMES
1504 S.E. Floresta Drive
Port St. Lucie, FL 34983
Phone 772-878-0049
Fax 772-871-5637
nathan.clopman@dignitymemorial.com
www.aycockportsaintlucie.com

Jewish Funeral Director

1504 SE Floresta Drive ● Port St. Lucie, Florida 34983 ● 772-878-0049 ● Fax 772-871-5637
www.aycockportstlucie.com ● www.DignityMemorial.com

3015 Okeechobee Road, Fort Pierce, FL 34947
772-461-5211
____________________________________________________

Locally owned and operated by the Haisley Family
The only funeral home in the
Tri-County area to offer pet cremations

Now With 2 Locations*
3015 Okeechobee Road, Fort Pierce, FL 34947, 772-461-5211
2041 SW Bayshore Blvd., Port St. Lucie, FL 34984, 772-879-1000

Celebrating Life…Our Family Understands Your Loss
We will help you create a meaningful service that honors
the life and memory of your loved one.
*Pet Services Available At Both Locations

